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of personal inclinations. A strong wish for a thing
will, in an exalted state of mind, beget a vivid
anticipation of it. This subject will be touched on
again under the Illusions of Belief, Here I am con-
cerned to point out that such presentiments are fertile
sources of sense-illusion. The history of Church
miracles, visions,, and the like amply illustrates the
effect of a vivid anticipation in falsifying the percep-
tions of external things.

In persons of a lively imagination any recent
occupation of the mind with a certain kind of mental
image may suffice to beget something equivalent to a
powerful mode of expectation. For example, we are
told by Dr. Tuke that on one occasion a lady, whose
imagination had been dwelling on the subject of
drinking fountains, "thought she saw in a road a newly
erected fountain, and even distinguished an inscription
upon it, namely, 'If any man thirst, let him come
unto Me, and drink.' She afterwards found that what
she had actually seen was only a few scattered stones."I
In many cases there seeins to be a temporary preter-
natural activity of the imagination in certain directions,
of which no very obvious explanation is discoverable.
Thus, we sometimes find our minds dwelling on some
absent friend, without being able to give any reason
for this mental preoccupation. And in this way arise
strong temporary leanings to illusory perception. It
may be said, indeed, that all unwonted activity of the
imagination, however it arises, has as its immediate
result a temporary mode of expectation, definite or

1 Mentioned by Dr. Carpenter (Mental Physiology, p. 207), wliero
other curious examples are to be found.